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17 December 1953

VEMORANDUM FOR LT. COLONFL JOHY W, VOCT
JCE Plarnning Boord Assistant

STBJECT: Insertion of Intellirence Vaterizl in Southeast
Asia Special Annex

1. As you know, the 10 approved SE=53 on 15 December,
and a spare copy 1o attached., It bears particvlarly on the
proposals stated in paras. 3 and 9 of the Special Annex,
Although it is a split paper, tie basie policy meral could be
put in without gettiing into the differemce of degree that caused
the split. A sugpestied wordine, to be added to para. 8 f.,
would be: -

"fo o o » o irtervention. In the initial siages cf
the proposed actior, the (iinese Consumists aould probably
take actlon short cf open imtervention in force, while
observing developmeni.. II the lsaders of Communist
China and the SSK came to beliews thet decisive defeat
of the Viet Minh armed forces was likely, the chances would
be at least substential, ard possibly better than even, toet
Communist China would odenly intervens in force to prevent
this result.”

2. In dealinég with pard. 9’ the estinate coreluded that
the Chicom reactione weuwlc be about tre same, initially at least,
as for para, 8. If Viet Minh defeat appeared likely, the estirate
concluded that the existence of strong US forces near the borders
of Copmunist China would create “He substantial chance of Chicom
intervention. However, the pictire might well be different if
U5 forces had by then been withdrawn or greatly reduced =- a
point as to which the outline of the plan is not elear, end
perhaps could not be. lug-est covering by adding <o para. 9 det

"de o+ « « o COmmunisme The Qh?:lnees of evwventual Chilnege
CommunIst intervention in fcrce would be substantial if

Viet Mirh defeat appaured likely, especislly if substantial
US forces ~emaired at tzat time in Indochina."

3+ You will recall the ~lar-ing Foard diécussion of
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accompanying warnings te Peiping. This is steted as fesumption *
for SE=53, ard heavily ai’ects tha eonclusions. Presumebly you
will wish to esbody tihls ae an sssumotion in your “work,
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